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An International Seminar on Coastal Biodiversity Assessent COBIA 2017 

(5th -7th January, 2017) organized by Department of Zoology, St. Gregorios 

College, Kottarakara co-sponsored by Kerala State Council for Science 

Technology and Environment (KSCSTE), Thiruvananthapuram and supported 

by WWF-India was inaugurated on 5th January at 10.30 a.m. at Golden Jubilee 

Seminar Hall. Prof. Dr. Trevor Platt (Plymouth Marine Laboratory, United 

Kingdom) inaugurated the function. 

Inaugural function of the programme was started at 10.30 a.m. on 5th 

(Thursday) January 2017 with a prayer by B. Sc Zoology students. Next to 

prayer welcome speech was rendered by Mrs. Rani. S. Dharan, Assistant 

Professor and Head, Department of Zoology. She welcomed the chief guests and 

the important persons in the dais, retired teachers from the Department of 

Zoology, participants from various universities of India and abroad and after all 

the invited speakers from various institutes. Welcome speech was followed by 

the presidential address of Dr. P. K. Josekutty, respected Principal of the 

college. In his speech initially he briefed the history of the college and how the 

college got the name from the heavenly patron saint St. Gregorios of Parumala. 

He also mentioned the historical importance of Kottarakara including the origin 

of the famous art Kathakali. His address on the international seminar focused 

its importance and brought up the first of its kind organized in the history of 

the St. Gregorios College, Kottarakara. He highlighted that the marine and 

coastal environments enclose diverse habitats that support an abundance of 

marine life. Nowadays, human activities are greatly threatening the seas and 

coastal wealth. In the present scenario assessment, management and 

restoration of the marine biodiversity have become more and more important. 

This International Seminar on Coastal Biodiversity Assessment (COBIA 2017) 

is an effective platform for the related scientific community from India and 

abroad to present, share and discuss their ideas for the conservation of this 

valuable natural resource. He addresses the guests from India and abroad. 
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He also took the opportunity to congratulate the Department of Zoology 

and Dr. J. Jean Jose, Organizing Secretary, COBIA 2017 for such a challenging 

step. He also appreciated the editorial board for their hard work to release the 

proceedings with ISB number on the first day of the seminar itself. He 

expressed his sincere gratitude to all the academic community for their 

valuable contributions for the success of the seminar. The seminar was 

inaugurated by Prof. Dr. Trevor Platt in the prescence of HG Mathews Mar 

Theodosius (Manager), Dr. P. K. Josekutty (Principal), Very Rev. Zacharia 

Ramban (Administrator), Dr. K. Shaji (Member Syndicate, University of Kerala) 

and Dr. J. Jean Jose) Organizing Secretary, COBIA 2017). An inaugural 

address was delivered by him. 

 
Inauguration of COBIA 2017 by Prof. Dr. Trevor Platt 

 

 In his talk he specially thanked the organizing secretary, committee 

members, funding agency and the management of the college for the wonderful 

initiative in the form of a seminar for the public. He appreciated the focal 

themes of the seminar and its importance in the coming future and as a new 

venture for the students in this field of research. The occasion was blessed by 

the benevolence of HG Mathews Mar Theodosius. The respected manager also 

highlighted the coastal pollution deteriorating our coastal wealth. 
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Benevolence by HG Mathews Mar Theodosius 

 

Next session of the inaugural session was attracted by the honoring 

ceremony of the retired senior teachers of Department of Zoology who had 

crossed an age of 70 years. Prof. Leelamma Samuel and Prof. K. J. Cherian 

were honored. 
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Seminar proceedings were released by handing over it to Dr. Trevor Platt 

by Dr. P. K. Josekutty. The proceeding with ISB number (978-93-5267-385-8) 

have 12 invited talks and 41 research papers based on the focal themes remote 

sensing, coastal pollution, mariculture, marine biodiversity, coastal processes 

and marine biotechnology. Research articles were submitted by scientists, 

faculties, research scholars and students of different universities of India and 

abroad. They were peer reviewed by the editorial advisory board and accepted 

for publishing in the proceedings.  

 
Proceeding release of COBIA 2017 
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This was continued by the keynote address of Dr. Shubha Sathyendranath 

(Plymouth Marine Laboratory, United Kingdom). She mentioned the remote 

sensing applications in ocean colour monitoring for the valuable predictions 

helping the fishermen society and scientists for thinking about the 

sustainability of the coastal environment. After the keynote address 

felicitations were delivered by Very Rev. Zacharia Ramban and Smt. Er. Binuja 

Thomas (Scientist E1, KSCSTE). Respected administrator mentioned the 

wordings of Holy Bible related to the environment and how it supports 

mankind. According to him if we deteriorate the environments including 

aquatic ecosystems created by God for our sustainability and survival, we are 

doing sin to the almighty and accordingly the consequences we have to face as 

non curable diseases and loss in food and shelter in the coming future. The 

presence of Smt. Binuja Thomas was a great appreciation to the institute 

because she was a former student of our institute. Her felicitation strikes the 

mind of audience very much. 

 

Felicitation by Smt. Er. Binuja Thomas, Scientist E1, KSCSTE 
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Vote of thanks was delivered by Dr. J. Jean Jose (Organizing Secretary 

COBIA 2017). Before thanking all he projected that the human activities are 

greatly threatening the seas and coasts through overfishing, destructive fishing 

practices, pollution and waste disposal, agricultural runoff and illegal 

engineering modifications. So Sensible regulation is needed to protect the 

coastal biodiversity. He thanked all the invitees, supporters, participants, oral 

and poster presenters, NGO’s, Government officials from India and abroad at 

the event. 

 
Vote of thanks by Dr. J. Jean Jose (Organizing Secretary COBIA 2017) 

 

About the seminar 

 The International Seminar on Coastal Biodiversity Assessment (COBIA 

2017) aimed to provide awareness about the marine and coastal habitats 

include coral reefs, mangrove forests, sea grass beds, estuaries, rocky beaches, 

natural mini islands and soft sediments on the ocean floor deep below the 
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surface. Coral reefs, rocky beaches and sea grass beds ensure their role as 

natural aggregating zones for many marine fauna. The mangrove habitat 

protects coastal erosion and is a good breeding and feeding grounds for many 

fin fishes and shell fishes. Estuaries also provide nursery habitat for juvenile 

animals. Marine biodiversity is crucial to sustaining commercial fisheries. 

Recently the sustainability of the coastal ecosystem is in danger due to 

illegal engineering modifications, coastal pollution, and serious problems of 

ballast water, reduction in commercially available fish species, 

bioaccumulation and biomagnifications of pollution in marine fauna leading to 

health problems in the consumers especially human beings. In order to discuss 

this problem with the experts and to share the ideas with the new generation in 

these areas of research from different geographical regimes a venue was made 

in the form of an International seminar organized by Department of Zoology, 

St. Gregorios College and co-sponsored by Kerala State Council for Science, 

Technology and Environment (KSCSTE), Thiruvananthapuram. 

The major focal themes of the seminar were, 

 Remote sensing 

 Coastal Pollution 

 Mariculture 

 Marine Biodiversity 

 Coastal processes and 

 Marine biotechnology 

The major target groups of the seminar were scientists, faculty members, 

research scholars, students, government officials and NGO’s. 

 Publicity of the seminar was primarily carried out through posting 

brochures to different institutes of India and abroad. For this a well designed 

detailed brochure was prepared by including the co-sponsors logo and name. 
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The brochure includes the history of the college, department and regarding the 

seminar. List of invited speakers based on the theme and academic sessions 

were included in the brochure in detail. After all the registration form for 

candidates also was incorporated on the last folio of the brochure. The seminar 

logo was designed as a symbolic representation of the fish cobia (Rachycentron 

canadum). As it is a wild offshore fish it is selected as a candidate species for 

mariculture by CMFRI. It can be cultured in pollution free coastal waters and 

have high market damand. 
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Other publicity materials used were semi arch and banners in the college 

premises, main road side and in the seminar venue. 
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 Publicity of the seminar and co-sponsorship was extended in another 

way through the certificates, files and bags issued to the delegates and 

participants. 
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In addition a press meet was conducted at Kollam press club on 2nd 

January 2017. Thirty five participants from different News Paper Daily 

attended the meeting. The meeting was chaired by Dr. P. K. Josekutty 

(Principal) and Dr. J. Jean Jose (Organizing Secretary). A group discussion 

related to seminar and its importance was extended up to half an hour. 

Brochures of seminar were circulated at the press meeting and short report in 

both English and Malayalam were also distributed for a wide publicity. 

 The details of invited speakers were also discussed I detail and their 

areas of specialization and their experiences was a major topic of discussion 

among reporters. Major aims and objectives of the seminar were also enquired 

by the reporters over phone in order to incorporate as variety news for the 

public. Reporters from different Daily’s were very much impressed in the 

scientific event organized and they promised to publish the news. 

Details of news clipping came in different news papers were included, 
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Seminar was organized with three academic sessions. Each academic 

session was handled by eminent invited speakers from India and abroad. Thus 

the seminar had twelve speakers of this three speakers were from abroad. 

The list of invited speakers is as follows; 

Academic  Session I 
 

Theme: Remote Sensing Techniques in  

  Marine Ecosystem  

 
Prof. Dr. Trevor Platt FRS 

Plymouth Marine Laboratory 

United Kingdom 
 

Dr. Shubha Sathyendranath 

Plymouth Marine Laboratory 

United Kingdom 
 

Dr. Grinson George 

Senior Scientist 
Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute, Kochi, India 

 

Theme: Coastal Pollution 
      

Dr. Nandini Menon. N 

Scientist, Nansen Environmental Research Centre, Kochi, India 
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Dr. Anoop Krishnan. K 

Scientist C 

Natural Resources and Environment Management (NREM), National Centre for 
Earth Science Studies, Ministry of Earth Sciences, Govt. of India. 
 

Academic  Session II 
 
Theme: Marine Biodiversity 

& Mariculture   

 

Dr. M. K. Anil 
  Principal Scientist &  

  Scientist-In-Charge 

CMFRI, Vizhinjam, India 
 

Dr. A. Biju Kumar  

Associate Professor & Head 
Department of Aquatic Biology & heries Fisheries, University of Kerala, India 

 

Mr. Vinod Malayilethu 
Senior Co-ordinator Marine Programme 

WWF-India 

 

Dr. P. S. Sivaprasad 
Society for Assistance to Fisherwomen (SAF) 

Department of Fisheries, Govt. of Kerala 

 

Academic  Session III 
 
Theme: Coastal Processes 

 

Dr. Shamji. V. R 

Assistant Professor 
Faculty of Maritime Studies 

King Abdul Aziz University 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
 

Theme: Marine Biotechnology 

 
Dr. A. P. Lipton 

Principal Scientist (Retd.), CMFRI and 

UGC Emeritus Professor, MS University, Tamil Nadu 
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Dr. M. Thangaraj 
Assistant Professor 

Centre for Advanced Studies in 

 Marine Biology, Annamalai University 
Tamil Nadu 

 

Dr. Sarika. A. R 

Scientific Officer 
Kerala State Council for Science,  

Technology and Environment  

(KSCSTE) 
 

List of the invited talks 

 

Academic Session I 
 

         
Prof. Dr. Trevor Platt FRS 

Plymouth Marine Laboratory    Plymouth Marine Laboratory 

United Kingdom      United Kingdom  
         

        Topic: What Colour  

        is the Ocean? 

 

 

 
 

 

        Dr. Shubha Sathyendranath 

        Plymouth Marine Laboratory 
        United Kingdom 

 

        Topic: Ocean Colour  
        for Climate studies 
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        Dr. Nandini Menon. N 

        Scientist, Nansen Environmental  

        Research Centre, Kochi, India 
 

     Topic: Major  

               Threats to our oceans 

 

 

 

       

       

     
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Academic Session II (06/01/2017) 

  

 

Dr. A. Biju Kumar  
Associate Professor & Head 

Department of Aquatic Biology & heries 

Fisheries, University of Kerala, India 
 

Topic: Blue Growth and Marine 

Biodiversity: Challenges for 

India 

 

 

Dr. Anoop Krishnan. K 
Scientist C 
Natural Resources and Environment 

Management (NREM), National 

Centre for Earth Science Studies, 

MoES, Govt. of India 

Topic: Chemistry of Coastal 

Ocean System: Overview of 

Acidification and Chemical 

Speciation 

 

 

 

 

DDr. M. K. Anil 
  PPrincipal Scientist &  

  SScientist-In-Charge 

CCMFRI, Vizhinjam, India 
 

Topic: Mariculture for 

Conservation of Coastal 

Biodiversity 
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Academic Session III (07/01/2017) 

  

 

Dr. Grinson George 
Senior Scientist 

Central Marine Fisheries 

 Research Institute, Kochi, India 
 

Topic: Satellite remote sensing 

applications in marine ecological 

research 

 

 

 

Mr. Vinod Malayilethu 

Senior Co-ordinator Marine Programme 

WWF-India 
 

Topic: Fisheries certification – A 

tool towards sustaining marine 

biodiversity 

 

 

 

Dr. P. S. Sivaprasad 
Society for Assistance to Fisherwomen (SAF) 
Department of Fisheries, Govt. of Kerala 

 

Topic: Providing Respite to Coastal 

Biodiversity through the Generation 

of Alternate Livelihood Micro-

Enterprises for Fisherwomen In 
Kerala 

 

 

Dr. Shamji. V. R 
Assistant Professor 

Faculty of Maritime Studies 

King Abdul Aziz University 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

 
Topic: Tidal Analysis and 

Prediction at Red Sea 

 



Page 20 of 25 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Dr. A. P. Lipton 

Principal Scientist (Retd.), CMFRI  

UGC Emeritus Professor,  
MS University, Tamil Nadu 

 
Topic: Conservation steps through 

confined breeding, sea ranching 

and evaluations of growth in 

natural habitats of chosen sea 

horses and sacred conches along 

the South Eastern Indian coast  

 

 

 

Dr. M. Thangaraj 

Assistant Professor 

Centre for Advanced Studies in 
 Marine Biology, Annamalai University 

Tamil Nadu 

 
Topic: Molecular Markers and its 

applications in Coastal 

Biodiversity Assessment 

 

 

Dr. Sarika. A. R 

Scientific Officer 
Kerala State Council for Science,  

Technology and Environment  

(KSCSTE) 
 

Topic: Bioactive Marine 

Microbial Peptides: Prospects 
and Applications 
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Oral and Poster presentations 

 A parallel session for oral and poster presentations were arranged in the 

three day seminar. Out of the 41 research papers accepted 40 were presented 

as oral and poster presentation. 

 

Presentation sessions were chaired by eminent professors from different 

universities. Best paper and poster awards were distributed at the seminar 

venue. Best presentation award was received by Mr. Ratheesh Kumar (Senior 

Research Fellow, COMAPS, NCESS, Thiruvananthapuram), Miss. Neethu. A 

(SN College, Kollam), Mrs. E. Soumya (MES Ponnani College, University of 

Calicut) and best poster award was received by Dr. Deepthi. T. R (Asst. Prof. 

NSS Hindu College, Changanassery, MG University). 
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Valedictory function 

 The closing ceremony of the seminar was held on 7th January 2017 at 

2.30pm. In this session welcome speech was presented by Dr. Elizabeth John 

(Asst. Professor) and a keynote address was delivered by Mr. Renjan Mathew 

Varghese, Director, WWF-India, Kerala State Chapter. In his talk he mentioned 

abou the extinction of marine turtles, destruction of its habitat and 

conservation strategies for its sustainability. The function was presided over by 

Dr. P. K. Josekutty (Principal) and certificates for participants were distributed 

by Dr. A. P. Lipton (Retd. Principal Scientist CMFRI). Feedback of the entire 

seminar was presented by Dr. Jincy Anna Jomy, Asst. Prof. Kerala University 

of Fisheries and Ocean Studies, Kochi. Dr. J. Jean Jose, Organizing Secretary, 

COBIA 2017 proposed the Vote of thanks. 
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List of participants in the 3 day International seminar 

Students from India      - 119 

Students from Behrampur University, Odisha 

 Collaborating with University of Bremen, Germany - 2 
 
Research scholars from India      - 27 

Faculty from India      - 41 

Faculty from Plymouth Marine Laboratory, UK  - 2 

Faculty from King Abdulaziz University, Saudi Arabia - 2 

Scientists from Indian Research Institutes   - 6   

Members from NGO’s and Nansen Environmental and 

Remote sensing centre (India, Bangladesh, Norway,  - 2 
China and Russia) 

       
Members from Department of Fisheries   - 2 

     Total participants  - 203 
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Seminar news in Malayala Manorama Daily dtd. 12/01/2017 
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COBIA 2017 Team with Prof. Dr. Trevor Platt 


